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The little Albert experiment
[bookmark: _GoBack]Watson carried out the Little Albert experiment in 1920. The experiment demonstrated that classical conditioning principles could also be applied to condition emotional response (Hobbs, 2010). The study, however, is marred with controversies as it is thought not to have adhered to ethical considerations in psychological experiments. I believe the experiment deserves the criticism it receives today. The experiment presents an excellent example of unethical behavior in psychology. The Little Albert was harmed during the experiment (he left the experiment with a previously nonexistent fear). The boy grew up with a strange phobia of white objects. Current ethical principles would not have allowed such an experiment to be carried out.  Today’s ethical standards would reject the study because it did not protect the Little Albert from psychological harm. According to Hobbs (2010), the experiment aimed at inducing fear. Again, Albert was used as a subject in the experiment without the permission of his mother. Current ethical principles would have required the consent of Albert’s mother before performing the experiment. Since the child was withdrawn from the hospital, there was no removal of adverse effects caused by the experiment (Harris, 2011).  Thus, in today' world, the study would be considered unethical because the experiment violated the ethical issues in conducting of research of informed consent and beneficence (Beck, Levinson, & Irons, 2009).  
The ethical controversies surrounding the life of Watson was whether he wanted to become a famous and acknowledged psychologist or he was driven by the desire to understand and explain the human nature or both (Harris, 2011). Ethical controversies were a part of John Watson’s life. These controversies would be solved by applying the ethical principles and codes of conduct regarding psychological experiments that were established later (1953). 
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